
Town of Oriental - Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 
May 8 t h, 2013 

The Oriental Parks & Recreation Committee met on May 8 t h, 2013 at 8:00 am the Oriental Recreational 
Park on Straight Road. 

Present: Committee members, Edwards, Magnuson, Dubiel, Stockwell, Olson 
Commissioner Venturi 
Commissioner Summers 
Town Manager, Bob Maxbauer 
Public Works, Jason Collette 

Edwards called the meeting to order @ 8:03 am. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Dubiel moved to approve the April 10 th, 2013 minutes as written. Second Stockwell. 5-0 

2. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Park Maintenance Assignments Updates 

Highlighted areas need follow up by Town Manager/Public Works. 
Park Evaluation Assigned To 
Lupton Park Regina Dubiel 
Town Beach Sue Magnuson 
Lou Mac Park Pat Stockwell 
Oriental Recreation See Notes 
Listed Below 

Jane Olson 

Town Docks & End Rights-of-way -
Town addressing repairs needed at 
Kayak Dock. Town Commissioners 
addressing bids. 

Jim Edwards 

Duck Pond and Duck Pond Two-
nothing to report all looks good. 

Pat Stockwell 

b. Town Property on corner of Neuse St. and Factory - Attachment A: email from Town 
Manager documenting the safety aspects of the "cistern". Committee will discuss next steps 
at June meeting. 

Notes from Site Visit for Recreation Park: 

• The shed can be repaired and supplies can be kept here. 
• Access road from White Farm Road to water tower, Public Works putting in a culvert to allow 

access to the back end of the park. Path will be usable for bicycles, walking, and golf cart. Tree 
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board has trimmed the trees to allow a corridor to the parking lot. This will eliminate driving to 
the end of White Farm Road and then accessing Park from Straight Road by the fire station. 

• 7 acres of land owned by the Town where Jim Bunn's residence was. Beautification in process. 
• Need to assess moving the dumpsters adjacent to the fire department, with some sort of 

landscaping to provide a visual screen. This will also cut down on large trucks driving up the 
Park access road, which has caused many ruts. County has agreed to repair the ruts. 

• Committee will develop a long term plan for usage of the Recreation Park. Need an overall site 
plan for future projects. I.e. Basketball court, grill area, skate board area, restrooms, lighting. 

• Public Works will remove the drain pipe adjacent to the batting cage area. Dangerous spot. 
• Public Works will trim the weeds around bases of the trees. 
• Play ground area: Public works will control the weeds with an application of herbicides. Will 

require closure for 24 hours. Once done, mulch will be put down. 
• Public Works will power washes the picnic tables and play area. 
• Public Works will paint the front of the soccer goals. 
• The batting cage area has been repaired. Not sure who did it, but thanks! 

3. Old Business 
a) South Beach Project - Waiting for additional direction from the Town Board. 
b) Tennis Project - Maxbauer gave brief update: Town will harvest the sod from widening of the 

court, Pavement Quotes pending, chain link fence to be removed and replaced with new fence. 
Proceeding asap. Court will be closed immediately till project is complete 

c) Harbor Plan - Harbor Waterfront committee will design concept for South Beach. 
d) Grant Updates - Kodak Grant Greenway due June 15 th. Focus on Bicycle Plan. 
e) Bicycle Plan - Legal counsel pending on Right of Way for Peterson Place. 

4. Public comment period 

5. Non agenda items 
a) Cycle NC-Apri l 2014. Requesting camping in Lou Mac Park. Expecting 700 - 800 

participants. Committee should evaluate conducting a survey. 

There being no further business to discuss: 

MOTION: Edwards moved to adjourn. Second Magnuson. Vote 5-0. Ended 8:52. 

59 J 
Jim Edwards, Chairman Magnuson, Reco(diig Secretary 
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Attachment A, May 8th meeting 
From: "Robert Maxbauer" <manager@townoforiental.com> 
To: <suemagnuson@aol.com> 
Cc: <Bill@SageLaw.net>; <Barbventuri@gmail.com>; <sjclark@townoforiental.com> 
Subject: RE: f o l l o w up required 
Date: Monday, A p r i l 29, 2013 11:59 AM 

Sue, 

i n regard t o the " c i s t e r n " s a f e t y aspects, I o f f e r the f o l l o w i n g : 

when Public works took on the task o f cleaning the town property a t Neuse & Factory 
sometime back i n l a t e 2011/early 2012, I came i n t o my f i r s t knowledge o f the 
holding r e s e r v o i r you are r e f e r r i n g t o as the c i s t e r n . 

For s a f e t y , and f o r possible u t i l i z a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e f o r other f u t u r e purposes, 
I conducted a due d i l i g e n c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the then unknown-to-me f e a t u r e . My 
e a r l y research p r i m a r i l y r e l i e d upon persons w i t h f i r s t - h a n d knowledge o f i t s 
existence and use from decades back, l i k e ; Glenn woodard & George Mason, who l i v e s 
across the s t r e e t and grew up here, and Fay Bond whose husband was a fireman o f the 
time, as w e l l as a host o f many others. The r e s e r v o i r c o l l e c t e d f r e s h water 
(non-salty storm water fed by g r a v i t y from the adjacent water way), so t h a t f i r e 
t r u c k pumpers o f t h a t day could r e f i l l t h e i r tanks w i t h non-corrosive water. 

Further f i n d i n g s revealed t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n was simply a rectangular concrete 
r e s e r v o i r w i t h no hard top. A makeshift wood frame top fashioned w i t h screen w i r e 
( t o keep out leaves and d e b r i s ) once e x i s t e d , but has long since decayed and was 
removed. The r e s e r v o i r had been f i l l e d a t some p o i n t i n h i s t o r y f o r s a f e t y reasons, 
so as not t o create a f a l l & entrapment hazard. 

My research f i n d i n g s presented two obvious concerns. F i r s t , I d i d not know the type 
and consistency o f the f i l l used years ago. Second, no p r o v i s i o n s had been made t o 
implement any type o f " d r a i n " f o r the f i l l e d containment. The f i l l m a t e r i a l i n s i d e 
the r e s e r v o i r stayed continuously saturated by trapped water being at or covering 
the surface a t times. This was a questionable design f o r f u t u r e u t i l i z a t i o n , as w e l l 
as h e a l t h and s a f e t y . 

At t h a t p o i n t I i n i t i a t e d two remedies. F i r s t , w i t h a backhoe, the town excavated 
the northeast corner down t o the bottom, determining t h a t indeed an appropriate 
compactable sand/clay f i l l had been used throughout i n the r e s e r v o i r ' s 
decommissioning years ago. Second, when b a c k f i l l i n g the excavation we had created, 
we used crushed aggregate (stone) below the surface a f t e r boring "weep" holes 
through the r e s e r v o i r s sides, so as t o create a n a t u r a l d r a i n t o no longer hold 
water t o t h a t l e v e l . The f u l l weight o f the backhoe and aggregate being handled 
combined bore upon the remaining surface being used a work p l a t f o r m throughout t h i s 
o peration w i t h no d e f l e c t i o n . 

I t i s my o p i n i o n t h a t the surface and substrate w i t h i n the boundaries o f the 
r e s e r v o i r are adequate f o r any casual r e c r e a t i o n a l use given the preceding. Should 
you f e e l the need f o r any f u r t h e r v a l i d a t i o n , please be advised t h a t budgetary 
funding and c o n s i d e r a t i o n would f i r s t need t o be addressed. 
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Attachment A, May 8th meeting 

i f I may o f f e r any other c l a r i f i c a t i o n , or be o f f u r t h e r assistance, please c a l l 
upon me. 

Thanks, 

Bob Maxbauer 

From: suemagnuson@aol.com [mailto:suemagnuson@aol.com] 
sent: Saturday, A p r i l 27, 2013 9:38 AM " 
To: Bob Maxbauer 
Cc: sandy Clark; Barbara v e n t u r i 
Subject: Re: f o l l o w up required 

Hi Bob, thanks f o r meeting w i t h us t o assess the t e n n i s court p r o j e c t . 

Per our discussion regarding the Ci s t e r n s a f e t y aspects, could you please send us a 
recap o f your e v a l u a t i o n documenting i t i s safe, i t would be great i f we could have 
t h i s f o r our May 8th meeting. Thanks! Sue 

Sue Magnuson 

on Apr 21, 2013, at 10:55 AM, "Sue Magnuson" <suemagnuson@aol.com> wrote: 

Hi Bob, 

The Parks and Recreation Committee met on A p r i l 10th a t the park s i t e on Factory and 
Neuse. Please see the excerpt below from our minutes. We would appreciate i t i f 
t h i s could be addressed. Thanks Sue 

a. Town Property on corner o f Neuse St. and Factory - committee walked the area 
and Ken King was present t o provide us w i t h some i n s i g h t on the water f l o w and the 
vegetation and suggestions on how t o preserve the environment. F i r s t step needed i s 
an engineering e v a l u a t i o n o f the C i s t e r n Foundation t o determine i f i t i s safe. 
Magnuson w i l l send an email request t o Town Manager addressing t h i s request. 
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