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ORIENTAL TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 6PM  

507 Church Street, Oriental, NC  

Mayor Sally Belangia officiating 
 

The Town Board of Oriental regular meeting was held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 1 

and was called to order at 6 PM.  Mayor Belangia determined a quorum to be present. The 2 

meeting was open to the public.  All documents for the meeting were available through the 3 

Town’s website at www.TownofOriental.com. Mayor starts with the Pledge of Allegiance.  4 

Present: Mayor Belangia(SB), Commissioner Chris Moffatt (CM), Commissioner 5 

Ostendorff (LO),  Commissioner Cooper (IC), MPT Paul Jordan (PJ), Commissioner McGuire 6 

(DMc)Town Manager Diane Miller(DM), Finance Officer Lisa Millington, Officer Wichrowski, 7 

and  members of the Public.  8 

 9 

1. Call to Order 10 

The Town Board of the Town of Oriental met in regular session on January 29, 2026, at the 11 

Town Hall. 12 

Mayor called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 13 

 14 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  15 

The Board and attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 16 

 17 
4. Welcome and Introductions  18 

The Mayor welcomed attendees and recognized Scott Davis , Town Attorney, noting his 19 

upcoming 30-year anniversary of service to the Town next month. 20 

 21 
5. Agenda Adjustments and Approval 22 

A motion was made to amend the agenda by: 23 

 Pulling the appointment request of Mr. Rasmussen to the Parks and Recreation Board to 24 

be considered at a future date 25 

 Moving Item E to Item 8 26 

Motion: Approved 27 

Vote: Unanimous 28 

 29 
6. Public Comment Period 30 

The Mayor opened the public comment period. 31 

 Barbara Miller, Chair of Parks and Recreation, addressed the Board regarding the 32 

Pickleball Association proposal for expansion at Lupton Mini Park, expressing concerns 33 

about inadequate parking, loss of mature trees, and recommending consideration of the 34 

Recreation Park as an alternative. 35 

 36 
7. Resolutions 37 

Ethics Training Resolution 38 

A resolution was presented authorizing Summrell Suggs Law Firm to provide ethics training. 39 

Motion: Approved 40 

Vote: Unanimous 41 

 42 
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8. Board Reports and Appointments  43 

Appointments 44 

The following appointments were approved: 45 

 Mr. Wayne Riggs  to the Bay River Metropolitan Sewer District Board 46 

 Ms. Barbara Hong to the Tourism Board 47 

Motion: Approved 48 

Vote: Unanimous 49 

 50 
9. Manager’s Report 51 

The Town Manager reported on: 52 

 Upcoming polar plunge event 53 

 Extreme weather preparedness 54 

 Valve replacement project bids expected in February 55 

 County leadership meeting updates 56 

 Dinghy dock bid rejection due to high costs 57 

 Financial performance and fund balances 58 

 Planning Board request for a short-term rental special use permit hearing 59 

 60 
10. Public Hearing Scheduling 61 

A motion was made to schedule a public hearing for a Special Use Permit at 307 Vandemere  for 62 

the March 10 meeting. 63 

Motion: Approved 64 

Vote: Unanimous 65 

 66 
11. Workshop: Rules of Procedure  67 

Attorney Davis reviewed options for adopting Rules of Procedure, recommending use of the 68 

School of Government “Purple Book” model rules and updating the Town Charter. 69 

Discussion followed regarding: 70 

 Mayor voting and tie-breaking rules 71 

 Public confusion about procedural adoption 72 

 Charter modernization request to the legislature 73 

 74 
12. Ordinance Discussion 75 

Tree Board Ordinance Update  76 

Janet Chinea (Tree Board representative) presented proposed amendments, including: 77 

 Clarification of private tree maintenance responsibilities 78 

 Adjustments to Tree Board membership requirements 79 

 Enforcement provisions for damage to Town trees 80 

Board consensus was to bring the ordinance forward for formal vote at the February 10 meeting. 81 

 82 
13. Closed Session 83 

The Board entered closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) for personnel matters. 84 

Motion: Approved 85 

Vote: Unanimous 86 

 87 
14. Return to Open Session 88 

Upon return, the Board took the following actions: 89 

 Appointed Officer Bill Wichrowski as Chief of Police 90 

 Approved advertising to hire an additional police officer 91 

 Scheduled Tourism Board briefing for February 19 at 5:00 p.m. 92 
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All motions approved unanimously. 93 

 94 
15. Adjournment 95 

A motion was made to adjourn. 96 

Motion: Approved 97 

Vote: Unanimous 98 

The meeting adjourned. 99 

 100 
 101 

_________________________________                      102 

       ________________________________ 103 

 Sally Belangia , Mayor      Diane H. Miller, Town 104 

            105 

         Manager/Clerk  106 

  107 

Approved                             , 2025  108 


