
 

 
ORIENTAL PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, November 19, 2018  3:00PM 
Oriental Town Hall – 507 Church Street, Oriental, NC 
 
 

 
 
 CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ESTABLISH QUORUM 

 
PRESENT: Chairman Aeschleman, Vice Chair Lohmar, Member Barrow, Member Flaherty, 
Member Winfrey. LUA Miller, Commissioner Overcash, Mayor Pro Tempore White.  
Absent:  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

 The Planning Board discussed, at Town Board direction, potential 
adjustments to the sign portion (171.3) of the GMO to facilitate easier 
enforcement of noncompliant signage in town.  The Planning Board ended 
with a slight adjustment- to be added to a list that will come the Board of 
Commissioners following a grouping of similarly small adjustments.  The 
included adjustment recommended is to remove the requirement of a 
certified letter and allow the Land Use Administrator to remove temporary 
and noncompliant signage as found, hold at Town Hall for some period of 
time, and allow owners to retrieve if so desired. Chairman Aeschleman 
assigned Member Barrow to craft the language that would be incorporated to 
make this adjustment and present it to the Board for approval at the 
December meeting.The PB recommended that the LUA hold removed signs 
for a week at a designated location and thereafter dispose of them. No other 
adjustments recommended following extended discussion. 

 Chairman Aeschleman will go through CAMA LUP changes with LUA and 
forward to the Planning Board for review. 

 
 NEW BUSINESS 

 CAMA Land Use Plan- Revisions were completed and redistributed to the Planning 
Board for review.  The final task is for the Board to review the TABLES on the 
Appendices to make sure they are consistent.  Any comments on those should be 
forwarded to Chairman Aeschleman.  Chairman Aeschleman suggested he and Vice 
Chair Lohmar get together following checking schedules to go over any remaining 
changes to be made on the tables. 

 Dark Skies Ordinance:  The Planning Board spent significant time on potential 
implementation of Dark Skies guidelines with the intent to cover new construction 
and giving a window for noncompliance to be brought into compliance. The LUA 
has only one objection- that the Town-sponsored lighting is probably the most 
noncompliant and has difficulty imposing on residents what the Town is 
unable/unable to pay for fixing. She suggested budgeting for replacement of 
offensive fixtures to remove/replace some/year.  The cost of off-grid solar lighting 
is currently prohibitive, but would likely be  a good solution if it were affordable- 
searching for a more affordable and long-lived solution. Vice Chair Lohmar 



 

suggested as a topic of Spring workshop session- a discussion of what Dark Skies is/ 
hopes to accomplish as an introduction and getting some feel from residents on their 
position. 

 An SUP has been submitted for a Short term rental and having no noted police 
reports/allowable in the zone/adequate parking available, that the Planning Board 
recommends approval of the STR SUP at the Town Board’s January meeting.  LUA 
Miller will summarize the Board’s position for Chairman Aeschleman to sign and 
forward to the Town Board. 

 Discussion ensued on the potential for a part time Code Enforcement Officer, as 
regulated by the Board that certifies Zoning Officers, in order to keep a closer eye on 
construction in Town.  LUA and Commissioner Overcash will survey other 
communities to see if part time employment of an already certified officer might be 
possible. Commissioner Overcash had already reached out to Atlantic Beach and 
Manteo on their use of enforcement and both have officers. 

 Additional discussion concerned the possibility of requiring setbacks from MU/MU-
1 abutting residential lots. 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Member Winfrey has submitted his resignation form to Chairman Aeschleman.  In light of 

the devastation and increased workload/lack of contractors in the area, Member Winfrey is 
overloaded with work for the foreseeable future and believes the Planning Board would be better 
served in gaining a new member without as many obligations. Chairman Aeschleman reluctantly 
accepted the resignation with the understanding of the current situation in Oriental and surrounding 
areas following Hurricane Florence.  He encouraged Board Members and the Public to consider 
anyone who may be able/willing to work with the existing Board, and thanks Member Winfrey for 
his service. 
 

 
ADJOURN  Meeting was adjourned on a MOTION by Vice Chair Lohmar with second 

from Member Flaherty. 

 

__________________________________ ___________________________ 

Stan Aeschleman, Chairman   Diane Miller, Clerk to the Board 

 

Approved:___________ 


