
 
Town of Oriental 

Town Board of Commissioners 
February 2, 2016 

 
 
 
The Town Board of Oriental Town Board Meeting on Tuesday, February 2, 2016 was called to order at 7:00pm.  
The Mayor Sally Belangia determined a quorum to be present, and opened the meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Present: Mayor Belangia, Commissioner Overcash, Commissioner White, Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi, 
Commissioner Winfrey, Commissioner Price, Town Manager Miller, Town Attorney Scott Davis, Police Chief 
Moore, Administrative Assistant Barnett, Administrative Assistant Cox, & Members of the Public 
 
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
MOTION: Commissioner White made motion to approve Agenda, Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey. Motion 
Passed 5-0 
 
Consent Agenda:  
 
Consider Minutes from Town Board Meeting January 5, 2016 that were corrected at the Agenda meeting. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Venturi made the motion to approve and Seconded by Commissioner Overcash. No 
discussion. Motion Passed 5-0 
 
 
3. Public Comment Period: Mayor Belangiadirects that  if anyone would like to speak about theRotary presentation 
it will be after the Public Comments. 
 
Ken Heath, County Commissioner for Township 5- He read the Resolution in Support of Supporting Locally Owned 
and Operated Businesses that the Pamlico County Board of Commissioners adopted and signed last night.  He would 
urge the town to adopt this resolution in our town too. 
 
Allen Probst-Spoke about the Tree that will be removed from Lou Mac Park on Wednesday, February 10, 2016.  He 
would like us to delay for 90 days and get another opinion.  
Commissioner Overcash spoke to the AIG agent Daniel in Bayboro. He came down and took pictures and sent it to 
NC State. He talked to 2 different people about it. Word back was Bob Miller set the standard in the USA for tree 
assessment. Both people in Raleigh saw the pictures and suggested we go ahead and take it down. So that is the 
second opinion.  
Bob Miller- Does not want tree cut down any more than anyone else.  But we have been monitoring that tree for 10 
years. Every year they probe into the decay. The tree may last 2 or 3 more years or 2 or 3 more weeks. When it 
comes down it is going to cause some serious problems. The liability is on the Town once they have been told it 
needs to be removed.   
 
Rotary Presentation for Street Closings: 
 
Sam Meyers & Paul Olson requested road closures for the Oriental Boat Show from Thursday, April 7, 2016 – 
Sunday, April 10, 2016. Closing of both Neuse Street & South Waters.  They have parking for Handicap set up as 
well as vendor parking and people working there.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner White motioned to allow the street closures of Neuse Street & South Waters for the 
Oriental Boat Show beginning on April 7, 2016 at 8:00am – Sunday April 10, 2016 at 6:00pm.  2nd by 
Commissioner Overcash.   There was no discussion.  Motion passed 5-0 
 



 
Public Hearing: 
Mayor Belangiaopened the  public hearing on the Rezoning request for 902 1st avenue. The Planning board will 
have heard the argument at their regular meeting on January 28, 2016. Notice to adjoining and surrounding property 
owners was made in a timely manner.  Information included in your package is documentation that the Planning 
Board received, the original application, Public Hearing notice, maps, excerpts from GMO, CAMA plan, and Long 
Range Land Use Plan as appropriate, as well as examples of statements acknowledging consistency/inconsistency 
with those documents for use in formulating the Board’s answer, as well as a draft Ordinance, should you choose to 
grant the request. 
Commissioner White-MOTION: I make the motion that we open the Public Hearing on 902 1st avenue for 
rezoning request.  Seconded by Commissioner Venturi. Mayor Belangiaasks for any discussion. No discussion 
from any Council members. Vote: 5-0. 
Mayor Belangia- opened up the discussion and asked if anyone wanted to speak on the rezoning request.. 
Krent Aberle- As I was saying, my apology for speaking out of turn. We are new to town and live full time in 
Wisconsin. I didn’t do my due diligence when I bought the place. We will have a vacation property that we can 
enjoy through the winter months and rent it out when were not.  Well come to find out that we are R-1 not R-2. So, I 
have spoken to some of the neighbors two to be precise. I have not been able to track the other ones down so I sent 
them letters but.  My concern is I understand now that I am allowed to rent for 90 days at a time and/or more which 
is going to limit my personal use of the property. I am more concerned with bringing my family down here then 
renting it. It would be nice if we could have some people in the house and not have it vacant for the majority of the 
year when we are not here. And still have the flexibility to be here.  I have read through some of the R-1 & R-2 and 
understand why it is. I also understand there are other places in the zone that are doing short term rentals and I know 
that is hard to police but. That is what I am requesting I would like to rent the property out occasionally not all the 
time. Friends and family for a weekend or a week or a month and just to have that flexibility. That’s all I have. 
Mayor Belangia- Thank you sir. All Commissioners responded with Thank you. 
Commissioner Overcash – Does anyone else have any comments? Madame Manager do you have a response from 
the other property owners? 
Town Manager Miller- I do. Mary Duffy called because she is out of the area and said she personally had no 
objection to the intended use of renting out. But, it had not until our conversation crossed her mind all the other uses 
that would then be available in an R-2 .I don’t know if her opinion was the same at the end of the conversation as it 
was in the beginning of the conversation. But, she did call to say that she didn’t object to it.  I received and email 
today from Mr. & Mrs. Dupont from 305 High Street who do not think a change in the zoning would be good for the 
neighborhood and would like the zoning to remain R-1. From our perspective it seems reasonable that the buyer 
should have known this was R-1and to request a change after the fact is absolutely their right. To allow this change, 
however, would open up a possibility of having more than one going on and multiple renters in the property.  That is 
the only response I have personally received on it.  
Commissioner White-I believe that Mr. Dechesere came to the Planning Board? 
Town Manager Miller-Yes, he came to the Planning Board meeting on January 28, 2016 and had a very 
complicated suggestion to initiate a new R-1 ½ zone in-between the R-1 & R-2. That has some of the same things as 
R-2 and some of the same things as R-1. But again that would be GMO ordnance change if it were to come it would 
have to go to Public Hearing itself.  So, because the request was received before that was even considered those two 
things can’t go together.  
Commissioner White- He was also not in favor? 
Town Manager Miller- He was not in favor. He owns the adjacent property to Mr. Aberle. He was not in favor of it 
just because of the other potential uses of it.  
Commissioner White- And then Mr. Johnson who owns the property on the water whocould not come to the 
meeting but came to me the night before and I voiced the opinion at the planning session and he was not in favor of 
the rezoning. 
Commissioner Overcash- Did you have another comment sir? 
Krent Aberle- Yes, I have spoken in length with Jay and he is not opposed to our initiative to rezone, however, the 
things spoke about was as far as the differences between R-1 & R-1 ½ & R-2. I’ve learned an awful lot. 
Town Manager Miller-More than you wanted to know. 
Krent Aberle-And I 100% agree with the way that it is written. I understand if it was somebody asking me with all 
the other things that are in there. Like I could build a fire station there, half way house, a Church, or a frat house and 
that is obviously not my intent with this.  I understand that perhaps there is more work to do in the future as far as 
how those are detailed and described in the zones. I can tell you today I’m not going to put a cemetery there.  Even 
though I just found out last week that my lot goes all the way to High Street and when I bought it they told me it 
didn’t so even though I have room. I just want the flexibility and it doesn’t have to happen today even though I 



invested in this meeting as far a fee and travel and all that. But, I understand there is work to do as far as that is 
written.  
Mayor Belangia-Are there anymore comments? 
Grace Evans- I did not sign up but I am Grace Evans and I can respect wanting to do with your property. But, living 
across from the condo’s I think they have cut way back on any short term rentals and I can understand why on that. 
Because it is disruptive certainly a couple of places like the Stallings house where there have been short term it 
certainly have been complaints from neighbors over the years about that.  And, I just think that is such a sweet little 
neighborhood that you have moved into and always because there are so many small homes and yet you do have the 
Perry Griffin property across the street and I don’t know whether that was put in before zoning or whether it was 
afterwards. I don’t believe that anyone that has every lived in the Perry Griffin unit have ever bothered anybody 
with loud noise or loud parties or anything else. So I just think it is to keep in mind that I don’t know. Did the 
Planning Board make any recommendations?  
Town Manager Miller – Yes ma’am they did. 
Grace Evans-They did not make a report for tonight? 
Town Manager Miller -Yes they did and it is in the package that was republished. Their meeting was the same 
days as the Boards Agenda Meeting. So we didn’t have that document then.  
Grace Evans - Ok, Well I just think they probability looked at it very well. But I do think the Town needs to be 
aware of that not just for this but for short term rentals in a highly residential area.  Even people that have tried it 
have not been that satisfied with it.  
Allen Prost – Even though that is zoned R-1 is there any probation? I understand if it was in a subdivision that had 
restricted commons. There may be something that may allude to whether you could rent your home to someone 
whether single family or not. But, if this gentleman wants to rent his property to a single family how is that in 
violation to the zoning? I mean it is done all over Oriental in R-1 and I don’t know of anybody in the Village that 
wants to rent their home that is in a R-1 zoning that has ever been told that they can’t.  
Town Manager Miller- There is very specific language in GMO that restricts renting by the day or week in an R1 
zone.  If anybody is doing it our zoning compliance normally works by complaint. I have received a couple and they 
have received letters. Anybody that rents by the day or week is due OCC Tax to the town. 
Allen Prost -OCC Tax has to do with short term rentals I am talking about long term rentals. 
Town Manager Miller- We are not talking about long term rentals. We are only talking about short term rentals. 
Allen Prost -But, long term rentals is not a prohibited use. 
Town Manager Miller- Absolutely not. 
Allen Prost -Ok, Well than this gentleman was talking about renting his property. 
Town Manager Miller-Short Term 
Allen Prost- Short term is defined by the Town as what? 
Town Manager Miller- day or week. 
Allen Prost- So you’re talking about doing day or weekly rental? 
Krent Aberle- Less than 90 days which I believe is the magic number? 
Town Manager Miller- I believe that is correct, but the permissible use table states day or week. 
Mayor Belangia- If there are not anymore comments. 
Commissioner White – Motion: To close Public Hearing 
Commissioner Overcash – Seconded the motion 
Mayor Belangia- Vote taken and passed 5-0 
Commissioner White – MOTION: The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Oriental find the request to 
rezone 902 1st Avenue (“site”) from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential is not reasonable and in the Public Interest, 
and is inconsistent withthe Town’s Growth Management Ordinance, Land Use Plan, CAMA Plan, and nearby land 
uses in the potential uses in the proposed R-2 zone is incompatible with uses permitted on nearby properties zoned 
R-1.  Rezoning also removes the current buffer between zones R-1 and R-2. Planning Board has recommended the 
denial of Mr. Aberle’s application to amend Oriental’s GMO map RE: 902 1st Avenue. Signed by Eric Dammeyer 
on 1/28/2016. 
Commissioner Venturi – Seconded the motion. 
Mayor Belangia- Is there any more discussion 
Commissioner Overcash – Yes, I would first like to welcome you to Oriental and I am sorry you got caught up in 
this. And the people we have found doing it have had letter sent to them. When we are aware of it we take care of it. 
If you want to pursue a change you are welcome to do that. We are just addressing what is in front of us known.  
Krent Aberle- Where do I find the road map from here. 
Commissioner Overcash Talk to Town Manager Miller. And she is accessible by email 
Mayor Belangia -Ok we have a motion and a second not to have the rezoning of 902 1st Avenue.  All of those in 
favor. 



Motion passed 5-0 
 
Mayor Belangia- Next on the Agenda we will go into Closed Session.  There are 3 items on the Closed session. 
Commissioner White – Motion: To go in to Closed Session based upon general statutes N.C.G.S 143-318.11 (a)(2) 
to prevent the premature disclosure of an honorary degree, scholarship, prize, or other award, (a)(3) to consult with 
the attorney concerning the settlement of a claim, (a)(6) personnel matters. 
Commissioner Overcash seconded the motion.  
 
Town Manager Miller, Mayor Belangia, Commissioner White, Overcash, Venturi, Price,& Winfrey entered Closed 
Session. 
 
The group exited Closed Session at 7:47PM. 
 
Graffiti Ordinance:   
 
Mayor Belangia–asks if the Board will revise or adopt the graffiti ordinance that we talked about last month. 
Commissioner White – Before we go ahead with the motion, he made comments on not wanting to adopt a new 
ordinance. He stated we have things in the GMO that will cover this kind of things, and we should use what we have 
on the books now.  
Commissioner Venturi- agrees with Commissioner White on one thing: that we don’t need to make laws that we 
don’t really need . 
Commissioner White- What he doesn’t like it vest in a few people what is graffiti. What about the buildings in 
town that are falling down- we have no ordinance that covers them. 
Commissioner Overcash- I understand what they are talking about but for month the language was there. The 
realtors said it is hurting the town when they bring in people to look at properties. How much against the long range 
plan did that hurt us? 
Mayor Belangia -We have a motion and a second to not pass the graffiti ordinance. All those in favor 2-3 motion 
was not passed. 
Commissioner Venturi- I make a motion to accept the Graffiti Ordinance. Commissioner Overcash seconded.  All 
those in favor motion passed 3-2.(White and Price dissenting) 
 
Commissioner Assignments: 
 
All remains the same except for Commissioner Overcash will join Allen Price on ECC Board. Tree Board Back to 
Commissioner Venturi. Water Board to Allen Price.  
 
Arbor Day Resolution: 
 
Mayor Belangia – For your consideration, a standard resolution recognizing Arbor Day in Oriental.  As the Tree 
Board planted their 1000th tree last year, and marked its 20th consecutive year as a Tree City, the Mayor and Board 
would like to recognize their efforts, especially Mr. Ken King, who was named Outstanding Individual of the Year 
by the NC Urban Forest Council.  Arbor Day 2016 is scheduled for Saturday, March 19, 2016. 
Commissioner Overcash- Motion that we have that resolution.  
Commissioner Price-seconded the motion 
Motion passed 5-0 
 
Budget Amendment: 
 
Town Manager Miller – As discussed on Thursday a few things ran short and a few things ran over. Software 
issues. Plant Professional Fees. Unemployment will increase due to unexpected filing. Personal Property has been 
spent for year. Computer Software will decrease. ORC will decrease. Commissioner Whiteasks if employee that 
quit will he apply for unemployment. Town Manager Miller- If he does he was working short part time and only 
since July.  
Commissioner White -Motion: That we accept the budget amendments as referenced in tab 7. Seconded by 
Commissioner Venturi. Vote passed 5-0 
 
CAMA Notification received January 28, 2016: 
 



Town Manager Miller -Yes, CAMA notified us with a 10 day turn around for response. Resident at 403 Factory 
Street had filed for a CAMA major and CAMA minor permit to put a bulk head around their portion of the duck 
pond. If our choice is to respond, our response is due in 10 days. After speaking with Attorney and speaking to the 
Planning Board, the consensus is that a scale drawing be submitted. And we need an engineering document stating 
that it will not cause additional flooding either with properties connected to the duck pond or Main Street.  Main 
Street is that which you have spent money to raise to avoid this problem.  The Planning Board’s recommendation is: 
The response includes those two things.  I spoke to the Attorney about when you look at the GIS and try to get the 
owner off the duck pond there is none. Which means it are more likely public waters. That is a question for CAMA -
is that a duck pond and because it connects under the street to the Neuse River is it Public Waters. Discussion 
between Commissioner White and Town Manager Miller about his property being wet lands and not sure if 
CAMA would allow him to do that.    Town Manager Miller – We have 10 days to respond and I believe at the 
least we should respond with these concerns. I am open to direction.  Commissioner White – I don’t think we need 
a motion I just think you should do it.  Mayor confirmed with a yes. 
 
Town Manager Miller- 

• We are close on the switch over for logics. We are still working in both systems.  Hopefully this month 
after bills go out we should be in only one system. 

• Mayor & Commissioner Price to class next week. The rest of the Commissioners to class on February 10 in 
New Bern. 

• question to Manager about pieces of the willow oak to be taken down- contractor will cut up some slices 
for remembrance, other for firewood- people will be able to come take away what they want. 

• We received the Walmart Check it has been deposited. People have asked what we are going to do with it.  
It is budget as an item and even though it is more than was budgeted. They go into where they were 
budgeted that is always where they go we get other things that are more than budgeted and it goes into 
same place. 

• We lost high service pump at the Water Plant. When we took the old pump that was lost and had it 
refurbished and now we are using that one for the one we just lost.  We will then have that one refurbished 
for a spare.  

• Planning Board is requesting a Public Hearing on GMO revisions. They are asking for it during your March 
meeting. They created a table of contents for the GMO. It can’t be added until we go to Hearing.   As well 
as discussing Terraforming, and several other issues. 

 
Police Report: 
 
Chief Moore-Everything is on track. We have had a few things reported. If you are going away for the winter or on 
vacation please make sure you put anything lying outside away. Mark you items and take pictures it is hard for us to 
find it if we do not know what it looks like or it has no markings. Thank you that are all I have. 
 
Committee Board Reports: 
 
Commissioner Venturi- Thank the tree board. One of the most delightful things that has happened to me to sit in 
the meetings.  We now have more trees than residents.  Congratulations to Tree Board. 
 
Commissioner White- As mentioned by Town Manager Miller Camp Seafarer& Camp Seagull is having a National 
Validation Day for beginning sailors. They are looking for volunteers to do either a ½ day or day. They are also 
looking for people that have Sailing Certifications, Instructors, and People that want to sit in chase boats to go 
around and watch the people. They just other people that want to come out and do sailing to observe the people 
onboard.  Part is to try and teach safe boating and get people interested in safe boating. It is on the Town Website 
and I believe I talked to Town Dock and on Saturday it will be on there. April 4th- 8th and if it is a success we will 
continue it.  
Commissioner Overcash- We have had a lot of people inquiring about a dog park since I have been here. I went 
out to the rec center and there is a lot of unused land. Manager Miller and I went out Monday. To the left of the 
children’s playground.  We found a stretch with trees and water.They already have the dog bag waste bags there. We 
came up with about a 245ft X 70ft. plenty of room for big dogs and a separate area for small dogs.  Just want you to 
know I am thinking about this and want to respond to what I have gotten.  Town Manager Miller is going to see if 
there are any grants for money.  I would like you to think about it and everyone I have talked to thinks it is a great 
idea.  We will talk about it more in our planning session in March. 



 
17A. Request from the Water Advisory Board that you appoint Michael Steere to the Vacancy created by the 
departure of Warren Johnson. 
Commissioner Overcash- Motion to accept Michael Steere to Water Advisory Board. Seconded by Commissioner 
Winfrey. 
Comment by Commissioner Venturi- Can anyone tells us a little about him? 
Town Manager Miller-There is a letter in your packets. 
Mayor & Commissioners reading letter in packet. Residents for 2 years. Lives on Seafarer Drive. 
Vote taken motion passed 5-0 
 
Commissioner Winfrey- Motion to Adjourn, Seconded by Commissioner Overcash – Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:38pm 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                __________________________________ 
Sally Belangia, Mayor                                              Diane H. Miller, Town Manager/Clerk 
 
 
Approved March 1, 2016_____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


