
Town of Oriental 
Town Board Meeting Minutes 

June 7, 2016 
 

 

 

The Town Board of Oriental Town Board Meeting on Tuesday, June 7, 2016 was called to order at 7:30pm.  The 

Mayor Sally Belangia determined a quorum to be present, she noted that we have a Public Comment period and 

Public Hearing if you wish to speak for either please make sure you are signed up on the correct sheet. She opened 

the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present: Mayor Belangia, Commissioner Overcash, Commissioner White, Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi, 

Commissioner Winfrey, Commissioner Price, Town Manager Miller, Chief Moore, & Members of the Public 

 

 

Approval of Agenda  

 

MOTION: Commissioner White made motion to approve Agenda as stated, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore 

Venturi. . Motion Passed 5-0 No discussion 

 

Mayor Belangia: Please note that we have a Public Comment Period and a Public Hearing tonight. I am going to 

give everyone 3 minutes and we will start with the Public Comment. 

 

 

 Public Comment Period: Mayor Belangia asks that if anyone would like to speak. Each speaker is asked to limit 

comments to three (3) minutes.  Direct comments to the full board not to an individual board member or staff 

member.  Although the Board is interested in hearing your concerns, speakers should not expect Board action or 

deliberation on subject matter brought up during the Public Comment segment.  Topics requiring further 

investigation will be referred to the appropriate town officials or staff and may be scheduled for a future agenda. 

 

Mayor Belangia: The Public Comment Sheet has 2 people signed up. Jim Edwards and Larry Summers you will 

both be speaking on the Budget correct? Both answered yes. 

 

 

Public Hearing – Budget Adoption 

 

Mayor Belangia: So let’s move on to the Public Hearing. I need a motion to open the Public Hearing. 

 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi motion to open Public Hearing. Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey. 

Motion passed 5-0 with no discussion. 

 

Mayor Belangia: Ok, as you all know you will each have 3 minutes. Larry Summers would you like to go first? 

 

Larry Summers:  

a. Need to change auditor 

b. Do not raise taxes – Come up with fund balance policy 

c. Get on both of these now 

d. Problem with watching money 

 

Jim Edwards: I am with the Parks & Rec Committee and I am not speaking on their behalf. I am speaking on my 

own. I own property in town so I do believe I can stand up and speak for what I think. 

 

a. Look at income vs. expenses, I know you do that all the time but you keep cutting and cutting expenses and 

you get where things are so lean it’s hard to be successful at all.  



b. Don’t know if I am proposing a tax increase but sooner or later you need to do something. I know it’s hard 

to raise taxes but I think it will make things healthier in the end. 

 

Diane Miller: I have a short presentation to go over numbers. This is the process we went through for the numbers 

starting at the Retreat 2016. We had 4 separate meetings, for just general fund, and the water advisory board that did 

not constitute a quorum from the members that did show up worked on water fund budget. 

a. Few project are in the Water fund. No increases considered to the water rates. 

b. Distribution system has aged past its useful life. Moving toward replacing oldest meters then the system. 

c. Water fund and General Fund are two different Funds. They will be kept that way we did a position review. 

As stated there were no changes to the Water rates. 

d. Bay River has raised the sewer rates of 2 cents per 100 dollars. What that translates to is on a house you are 

paying a 100 dollars tax you are paying 110 dollars taxes.  If you are paying 200 dollars you are now 

paying 220 dollars.  

e. Trash increase is 3.00 which is 11.30 per can per month. Trash was brought into the town as a service 

solely funded through the General Fund and at some point in the fairly distant past they started to charge to 

try and make up some of that cost as a cost for the trash began to increase. At this point at 8.30 a can for 

trash and 2.00 a can for recycling we are still way behind. This year we will dig about a 70,000 dollar hole. 

That is 3 ½ cents on your tax rate what should be an enterprise fund. For us to fully fund the cost of trash 

would require an 8.22 increase in the tax rate. It should have been going up each year to this point. You 

will see the rate increases for trash & sewer on your bills. 

f. 1 less public works position the total decreased by 8,600 dollars. So personal cost have come down and 

your total expenses have gone up.  Which means there is more stuff in the budget, less people but more 

stuff..   

g. This budget has no room for cash dropping, or equipment to fail. In 2008 you paid PWD, Police & City 

Manager more than any of these are paid so I believe we are at the best that it gets to be now to do the jobs 

we need to do. I would like to propose this year a increase for the PWD to 43,000 since in 2008 you were 

paying a PWD that and then the ORC. 

h. There is a budget for new quarterly news letter and playground equipment.  

i. Continue meter change out and maintenance that we have already been doing. Things will break as we test 

it. 

j. Water fund is down by 9,000 from last year to 3095.73. 

 

That is all I have Madame Mayor on the budget. For more details please see attached. 

 

Mayor Belangia – Is there any discussion with the Commissioners? 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi – The public hearing is still open and I seen a few people come in I was wondering if 

they wanted to speak? 

 

Mayor Belangia- Ron did you want to speak? 

 

Ron Stevens – I think we should raise the trash up. If we are that far below other communities in terms of how we 

are funding trash. It is time to start confronting the fact that this far behind is not reality. That would take some 

pressure off the budget it seems to me we should bring up trash fees significantly. 

 

Grace Evans – When you say can is that on the trash and recycling can? 

 

Town Manager Miller -8.30 for trash is going to 11.30 for trash and the Recycling is still 2.00 per can.  

 

Grace Evans-And we still have a lot of out of town people using our trash cans. 

 

Commissioner White-I would rather people put it in the trash and we are a town that is trying to attract visitors 

 

Mayor Belangia-Jennifer Rowe could not be here she is closing down Board of Elections but she did give us a letter 

with comments and we are going to attach it to our minutes from tonight if anyone wants to read it.  

 



Jim Edwards- We are showing a 20,000 dollar special appropriated expense but I don’t see any explanation for that? 

 

Town Manager Miller- That is what is brought in by OCC Tax 10,000 for Heads & Beds & 10,000 for Water front. 

Line 32600 on the first line of the General Fund. Those are used by Tourism Board, Harbor Waterfront Committee’s 

& Water Advisory Board to accomplish their projects.  

 

Town Manager Miller-That is correct and the alterative is removing our cans from the public spaces and then we end 

up going around picking up trash from the ground.  

 

Mayor Belangia – Do I have a motion to close the Public Hearing? 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Overcash motion to close the Public Hearing, Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey. 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

Old Front Porch Music Festival Request: 

Dottie Osmond- Request that we close portions of S. Water to Broad Street on Hodges from 7:00am – 5:00 pm on 

October 15, 2016. (Please see attached for more details) 

 

Commissioner White ask for the times she is requesting? 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi – I think we should limit the parking earlier due to the farmers market that will be 

going on there.  

 

Commissioner Winfrey – Agrees with Mayor Pro Tempore that time should be from 7:00am 

 

Commissioner White – I would like to request that you notify the stores like the Bean, The art gallery, The Provision 

Company know that this is going to happen at least 2 weeks in advance so they can plan for it.  

 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Overcash made motion to close Hodges from S. Waters to Broad Street on October 15, 

2016 from 7:00am – 5:00pm for the Old Front Porch Music Festival, Seconded by Commissioner White.  Motion 

Passed 5-0. 

 

 

Minutes 

a. Consider approval of the Town Board Meeting Minutes from May 3, 2016. 

b. Consider approval of Budget Meeting Minutes from April 12, 2016 and May 3, 2016. 

minutes have been corrected. 

 

Commissioner White – I would like to add something to the minutes. We had someone come to the meetings and I 

would like to read something in. First, someone made a statement that we were in error when we passed our GMO in 

March so we took it to our lawyer and the lawyer came back and said no they are completely fine.  We have 

statement of consistency and compliance after each one of the 7 things that were written there. He could not find 

anything in the GMO that suggested that we did something in error. He suggested the person that made the 

statement read the GMO. Second, Mr. Summers made a comment and I would like to read something that we sent to 

our auditors.  Because, his comments were incorrect, our auditors have responded.  Our auditors are Car, Riggs & 

Ingram and here is what they had to say: The 47,162 thousand dollars is for a balance appropriated from fund 

balances in the next fiscal year to use for special projects.  In other words we designated we might want to use some 

money, we never moved it, we didn’t use it so we had to paper trail it back but we are not double counting.  The 2 

amounts in the assignments that Mr. Summers refers to appear to be correct.  However, my understanding is that due 

to the town not having a policy in place designated the of fund balance specifications to cover expenditures that 

qualify for multiple classifications. Example: restricted before unassigned, unassigned before committed. The 

presentation of the financial statement is not inappropriate. As we pointed out in the letter the funds were pulled 

from committed or restricted funds instead of assigned funds.  The only difference would be is that the unassigned 

funds balance would be increased by approximately 47,000 dollars.  There is no double counting or out of balance. 

Regarding his assertion that the town was reprimanded and fined in the 2014 audit having out of balance the count is 



not accurate because the states correspond that I am aware of the 2 correspondences with the Town sent out by LGC 

pertaining to the 2014 audit fund audit as being out of balance was not raised by either. Furthermore, I am not aware 

of any state fining a municipality for errors or discrepancy in presentation of statements not related to fraud.  

Typically if there is an issue such as fund balance being out of balance the LGC would bring those issues to light in 

a white letter that the municipality must either correct in the current fiscal year statements or as an approvement 

point for the next fiscal year. I hope this clarifies some of the issues regarding the 2014/2015 audits that he brings up 

based upon my understanding of the situation. So, I would like to add those to the minutes to correct the statements 

that were put forward.   

 

Mayor Belangia- Ok, Thank you and is there anymore discussion. 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi- I would like to add his suggestions to the minutes. 

 

Mayor Belangia- Ok, anymore discussion?  

  

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi made motion to approve with additions that Commissioner White added, 

Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey. Motion Passed 5-0 

 

2015-2016 Audit Contract-  

 

Town Manager Miller- I spoke to both our attorney and one of our former Mayors the situation we are in while 

transitioning our software from one to another when our auditors were here the first time we had already started that 

transition.  So they are aware of some of the issue that we face during that transition.  It would be in our best interest 

to continue aleast this one more year with these auditors since these auditors understand the situation that we are in 

during the transition. After that if you chose for us to go out and bid on another set of auditors that’s at your 

direction. But it is my recommendation on advice of professional consil that we stay with these auditors for the 

2015/2016 year which will end the end of this month. 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Overcash made a motion to approve, Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey. Motion 

passed 5-0 

 

Expiring Terms – Notice sent to Volunteer Boards 

 

Parks & Recreation Jim Edwards term expired and Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi ask to bring back Jim Edwards. 

Carol Mabe term expired and Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi asks to bring back Carol Mabe. 

 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi asks to reappoint Jim Edwards to Parks & Rec. and that we reappoint Carol 

Mabe to the Tourism Board. Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Schedule for 2016-2017: Town Board scheduled for every 1
st
 Tuesday of the month as well as quarterly workshop 

meetings, currently scheduled for September 1, 2016, December 1, 2016, March 2, 2016, June 1, 2017 Volunteer 

Board schedules will be available next month. 

 

MOTION: Commissioner White made a motion to approve, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi. Motion 

passed 5-0 

 

Manager Report: 

 

Hurricane Season: Public Works has checked equipment and has their time-out check sheets. 

Commissioner Price has taken control of the Methodist Church recovery group, who helps significantly in case of 

emergency.  Please forward physical addresses and alternative phone numbers for each of Mayor and Board for 

emergency purposes. 

Special Use Permit applications: You may have request from Planning in July for Public Hearings- one for a boat 

wash, and another to grant R-2 residence ability to rent by day/week.  Rezoning request has been withdrawn. 

School: Andrew passed EMR test and is now a certified First Responder, also passed the meter maintenance school, 

so can now fix any broken meters in house.  Jesse tests on Physical chemicals this week. 



NYRA- request to reserve the docks for Saturday, July 30, 2016, 2PM-dark.  Asking to pass word to Marina’s 

requesting rates for the following week, so racers will stay in town until the next weekends Dragon’s Breath 

Regatta.   

 

MOTION: Commissioner White motion to allow the Parrot Head Race to reserve the Town Docks from 2:00pm on 

Saturday, July 30, 2016 until 11:00am on Sunday, July 31, 2016.  Seconded by Commissioner Overcash Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

Electrical in Lou Mac Park-Ball Park $2000 

 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi motion that $2,000 be taken out of the funds allocated for tourism from the 

OCC tax in their savings account not their current budget year for the purpose of providing the electrical panels as 

needed. 

Seconded by Commissioner Overcash Motion passed 5-0 

 

Commissioner Overcash- Are we still under manager report? You may want to put down that there will be a 

controlled burn of a house in Oriental this weekend on Saturday by the fire department and several other fire 

departments. So people done call and say half the town is on fire.  I would like the public to know that. 

 

End of June additional Meeting-Special Meeting: To enact Reserve Ordinance and to do final budget amendment 

to ensure we are in balance at year end.  Suggest June 28, 8AM. 

 

Mayor Belangia- Special Meeting June 28, 2016 at 8:00am to enact Reserve Ordinance and to do final budget 

amendment to ensure we are in balance. 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 for the Town Meeting 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Overcash made a motion to accept the June 28, 2016 Special Meeting at 8:00am and 

change the Town Board Meeting to Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 7:00pm. Seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi                 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

Hinnen House- I spoke to representative that is representing a potential buyer and the sellers of that house. I told 

them very clearly that we were to revisit it again the beginning of July 2016 and if no progress had been made. He 

asks exactly what we would need. I said some kind of agreement that is signed by the new owners that they would 

be either removing or rebuilding. Otherwise we will move forward with condemnation procedures. They are aware 

of our intention and the time line that is being imposed. So I believe we will have resolution to that sometime in the 

near future.  

 

Police Report 

 

Chife Moore – May good month only one incident a shooting at Mini Market and I was not directly involved but 

was kept up to date by the Sheriff’s Department. Other than that we have had a good month. Ben & I will be there 

for the burn on Saturday.  

 

Committee/Board Reports 

a. Park & Recreation Advisory Board – No minutes provided 

Jim Edwards- You do not have minutes because our secretary is not doing them I am and I am not good at 

that so they are sitting next to my computer and I will get them to you soon. 

We are trying to put together future plans for parks down the road and we note things in the parks that need 

to be taken care of and we pass those things on but schedules are full and things are not getting done and it 

is starting to affect what we are trying to do.  

Commissioner Overcash-I want to get with you on the dog park things are moving along. 

Jim Edwards-Great 

Mayor Belangia- Jim someone approached me about the bike path to the Piggly Wiggly. 

b. Planning Board – May 18, 2016 

c. Tourism Board – No minutes provided 



Mayor Pro Tempore: Oriental is on the cover of Our State last month. Tourism Board is working really 

hard with some of the Publications locally in NC. Our state has been great every month they mention 

Oriental. 

d. Tree Board – May 2016 Minutes provided last meeting 

e. Water Advisory Board- did not establish a quorum during May 2016 Budget meeting 

f. Harbor Water/Fronts Advisory Committee – May 12, 2016 

Commissioner White- We have a big boat on the day dock I guess he came in, in the storm. We might want 

to let him know the Town Dock 2 is open.  

g. Bay River Metropolitan Sewer District – May 19, 2016 BRMSD Minutes  

 

 

Commissioners’ Comment/ Discussion Period 

Commissioner Overcash- Commissioner Winfrey had a great idea about a start of a pathway which might go to the 

bike path. He has went out and looked at it.  I think several of us should go and look. It runs from the Water Tower 

area over to Piggly Wiggly that is going to be in there which would connect Whittaker Creek without having to go 

onto 55.  

 

Town Manager Miller-I think there is like 3 feet from the edge of our fence to the edge of Billy’s property. So we 

make have to where are fencer goes straight go off and angle it a little bit but there is nothing else sitting there.  

 

Commissioner Winfrey- Could I get a survey of that? 

 

Town Manager Miller- Yes, and the other easement that is there is Bay River so I don’t think there is an issue there. 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi- I am piggy backing on something that came to me by Bill Hines. I have put together a 

resolution HB1030 Clean Water that I suggest we consider this evening because it’s probable that the vote on the 

budget will be tomorrow up in Raleigh. If we pass this tonight I will do whatever I have to do to make sure copies of 

this go to everybody at North Carolina State House. (Please see attached resolution) 

 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Venturi – Offering to move this resolution Seconded by Commissioner Overcash. 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

MOTION: Commissioner White I motion that we approve the 2016/2017 budget as is Seconded by Commissioner 

Overcash. Motion passed 5-0 

 

Mayor Belangia: If we have nothing else. Do I have a motion? 

Commissioner Price- Motion to Adjourn, Seconded by Commissioner Winfrey – Motion Passed 5-0 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:37pm 

Next meeting scheduled for July 12, 7PM at Town Hall Board Room 

 

_________________________________                __________________________________ 

Sally Belangia, Mayor                                              Diane H. Miller, Town Manager/Clerk 

 

 

Approved June 20, 2016_____________ 

 


