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Orient ree Board Meeting
May 27, 2025
TION 09:03 AM through 10:02 AM
TING CALL ORDER BY John Deaton, chair

IN ATTENDANCE

Phil Borders, Stephanie Carperos, Janet Chinea (sec'y), John Deaton (chair), Allen Price, Tom Soderholm, Madeline Sutter
(em)

TreeCityUSA:

John was unable to get NCDOT to make a decision on the placement of the two new signs designating Oriental as a
TreeCityUSA. So, he will install one sign near the west side of the bridge entering Oriental, and the other somewhere
on the corner of Broad & Silverbrook, or on the corner of Broad & Midyette.

Madeline spoke to Vicki Rasmussen of Parks & Recreation Committee about the “English edge” around the crepe
myrtles and roses around the “Welcome to Oriental” sign at the corner of Silverbrook and Broad. This spading
technique creates a boundary that helps the mowers and weed trimmers more easily maintain the bed boundary and
protects the plantings. Vicki was receptive to this idea.

Recruitment: The Board is still one member short.

Ordinance Amendments: At last month's meeting, Allen suggested that the Board discuss the proposed changes to our
ordinance with the Planning Board chair, Allison DeWeiss, since enforcement of any fines and involvement of the Tree
Board in parking landscape plans intersects with that board. John will reach out to Allison for a meeting. Meanwhile, Janet
will send the required documentation to Diane for inclusion in the June Commissioners agenda.

Vests: The requested safety vests came in, and some were distributed at the meeting.
Tree Inventory Project: No inventory progress to report.

Tree Removals:

John removed a Privet from the front of the Inn at Oriental sign. Privet is an invasive species. This one was likely a
‘volunteer.’

There is a small dead tree at the corner of King and First (Cheryl Tnompson's yard) that will be removed by Tree Board
members in the coming weeks.

The dead cypress tree at the Wildlife Ramp will be removed by Board crews when we get to pruning area 1A later this
spring.

The Methodist church (Chuck Forest) has been asking the Board to remove the dying crabapple trees in the Methodist
Church parking lot. These trees are not town trees, but were planted by Board members many years ago. John will
reach out to Mr. Forest to see if the church can supply volunteers to help with these removals.

Planting: Planting plans are being made for the Fall of this year as follows:

309 High Street, Greg & Mary Sharpe are interested in crepe myrtles in their front yard. Board members will evaluate
the space for up to three trees there, for a fall planting.
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305 Broad Street, Ann Christian is interested in a couple of trees between her house and the road, with an eye to
providing some visual break between the road and the new Mariposa Bakery. There is possibly room for 2 low-profile
trees or shrubs there under utility lines; again, for a fall planting.

305 Mildred has asked for a crepe myrtle planting; preferably a 20’ single trunk variety.

The new Camp Creek subdivision offers an opportunity for the Board to apply landscape architecture concepts to the
planting of the town ROW there. John asked Madeline for her suggestions for a planting plan for the new Camp Creek
subdivision.

Pruning Activities:

In area 1B, there are branches in the Dolphin Point area on private property that are overhanging the roadway and
town ROW that are being damaged by passing trucks. The trees are not on town property. Diane may need to contact
the property owner to address the issue.

The Board began some pruning work this month in area 1A, starting on Midyette Street. This will be on-going.

Other special pruning requests outside of area 1A include:

A crepe myrtle on Wall Street in front of Marsha's Cottage needs to be pruned away from signage;
A live oak blocking the speed limit sign on South Ave in front of the breaker panel on the parsonage lot;

Magnolia limbs blocking the street sign at the corner of Wall Street and South Avenue (beside the parking lot
for the motel);

A live oak blocking the yield sign on King Street and South Avenue (403 South Avenue);

A request to significantly prune a live oak at 303 Vandemere. Bob and John agreed that some light pruning
may help, but that the tree can’t handle ‘significant’ pruning;

The crepe myrtles inside the dog park fences need de-suckering;

There are multiple branches of a crepe myrtle overhanging the sandbox at the Recreation Park;
There is a limb blocking the sidewalk next to Nautical Wheelers;

Crepe Myrtles at the corner of First & High need to be pruned for driveway access;

in June, the Board will focus on any pruning needed along the parade route for the Croakerfest, before
resuming regular area 1A work;

Allen requested that the Board also focus on the overhead clearance on the major truck-traffic routes in town.

Croakerfest Parade: Especially because this is the town's 30t anniversary year as a TreeCityUSA, Janet insisted (and the
others acquiesced) that the Board needs to have a presence in the upcoming Croakerfest Parade. Janet will contact
Harbourside Garden Center to see if we can borrow several trees to display on a truck or trailer supplied by John. The
‘float’ will be festooned with the TreeCityUSA 30th Anniversary banner, and a banner emphasizing that volunteers are
always welcome, with a phone number for contact.

Miscellaneous:

- Al around town, there is significant damage to town trees from herbicides - especially RoundUp. Damage from
herbicides can take several years to show up in the health of a tree. It takes many years for a new tree to grow
to replace the mature trees in town. There are many alternatives to using herbicides for controlling weeds under
trees. Please ask any Tree Board member, any Master Gardener, or the NC State Extension Office in Bayboro for
better options.

- 1101 Gilgo Road: John showed Diane images of the dead grass around the trees and in the ditch. She shared
those images with the maintenance crew to show an example of the damage the herbicides can do to town trees.
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- Stallings House / 500 South Ave: Two oaks at the corner of Wall extension and South Ave also show signs of
advancing herbicide damage. These need to be monitored.

_ 600 Main -Diane sent a letter to the owner of a large dying pecan tree on private property, asking for the owner
to remove this hazard threatening the neighbors and passersby.

- Lou Mac Park - The large live oak in the middle of the park is still covered in Christmas lights - Parks & Rec need
to remove them. The lights are not operable, and they are girdling the tree. Also, several of the trees along the
bulkhead have been scarred at the base and the bark has separated. No rot was found, but they need to be
monitored.

- 201 Neuse Street / Ken and Michelle Locklear: Protective fencing has been erected - possibly more needed
around the oak on Neuse. John has sent texts to the owner and builder concerning the oaks on Neuse Street -
no response from the builder. This may need to be escalated.

- 400 South Ave / Clint Parrish: The Board pruned the limbs of several live oaks away from the house last year.
The owner asked if more could be done. John looked at the trees, and nothing is closer than 4' from the house
-he suspects that some type of lift would be needed to do any more. It is too soon this year to do more pruning
on those trees untii later this year.

- 301 Mildred St/ Ann Clement: Asked that we look at her extremely large water oak between her house and the
neighbor’s house. Bob inspected the tree, and determined that it was actually in good shape, even though there
is a slight lean. This is not a town tree.

- 302 Freemason / Carol Ford: Ms. Ford touched base with town hall about having Bob inspect a large water oak
in her back yard (Circumference of 10'4” at 4'). With her permission, the neighbors had pruned the limbs off of
their house. The problem that she was concerned with was the large area where bark had been peeling off of
the trunk. Bob inspected the tree and later came back with his drill. Bob probed the trunk where the bark had
lifted and found a minimal amount of soft wood. The pruning cuts were not ideal, and need to be cleaned up -
John volunteered to clean out the small dead limbs that could be reached from the ground. This is not a town
tree.

- Madeline advised that planting Leyland Cypress (x Hesperotropsis leylandii), often marketed as Murray Cypress,
Monterey Cypress, or Nootka Cypress, as a screening tree is a major mistake. Janet added that, according to the
NC State Extension Service, these trees, have shallow roots, and are not well adapted to hot summers. They
grow fast, but topple easily in even light winds. They also often cause skin irritation. Alternatives with similar
attributes include Arborvitae, Eastern White Cedar, and other Thuja varieties.

Meeting Times: The Board confirmed for Diane that meetings will continue to be the last Tuesday of every month, at
9:00AM, in the town hall main conference room. All other Tugsdays during May through October, the Board members and
volunteers meet at 9:00AM for pruning and planting activities; November through April, the Board meets at 10:00AM for
pruning and planting activities.

NEXT MEETING

The next full Board meeting will be Tuesday, June 24, 2025, at 09:00 AM in the town hall main conference room. Pruning
crews meet at the Town Hall most Tuesdays throughout the year.
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Orlenttree Board Meeting
June 24, 2025
TION N/A
TING CALL ORDER BY John Deaton, chair

MEETING CANCELLED

By unanimous consent, the June 24, 2025, meeting of the Oriental Tree Board was cancelled.

NEXT MEETING

The next full Board meeting will be Tuesday, July 29, 2025, at 09:00 AM in the town hall main conference room. Pruning
crews meet at the Town Hall most Tuesdays throughout the year.
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Parks and Recreation Meeting Notes
May 6, 2025

Meeting began at 3:00 PM
In attendance:

Vicki Rasmussen

Eileen Price

Barb Miller

Kimberly Langson

Alice Flannigan

Steve Price

Dancing in the Park: Sat. May 10", 4:30-7:30,

Food truck backed out.

Chris @ Silos in charge of sound system

We'll be responsible for tents, porta potties, handwashing, and clean up.
Tent set up on Thursday.

Street in front of Lou Mac will be closed for the event.

Croaker Fest

Saturday, July 5™,

10:30-3:00(3:00 tear down)

We'll need 6 people on hand throughout the day- 2 at the ticket table, and 2
each at the bouncy house and slide (total of 4 people for the attractions).
We can rotate between ticket table (sit and in the shade), and the bouncy
attractions-(on your feet, in the sun, responsible for children’s safety).

Chairs at Lou Mac are clean- power washed by Vicki, Steve, and Eileen
Allen brought us strawberries!
Someone wants to donate a new memorial chair @ Lou Mac.

Horseshoe pits are complete. We may find someone to paint the back
stops. Barb may come up with a dragon picture to paint.

Ditches are cleared @ Rec Park.
Butch took out the fence @ Dog Park. Grass is growing.
Water fountains are cleaned- Barb cleaned @ Lou Mac, Vicki @ Dog Park



Picnic tables in Lou Mac need some boards replaced, but we need to find
out who is responsible.

The team will continue to work on beautifying the parks with flowers @
Lupton, weeding and fluffing @ Rec Park and Lupton playgrounds.

Adjourn @ 3:50.



Oriental Water Advisory Board
Friday, June 6, 2025
Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Ethan Gartin (Phone), Daniel Early, Steve Drew (Phone), Lisa Millington,
Commissioners Allen Price and Bonnie Crosser.

A.
1.

Sl el *

4.

C.
1.

TRC Update
Survey. TRC received survey 6/6/25.
1. Action: TRC will forward copy of survey. End of next week.

Booster Stations. TRC provided diagram of the Gorman-Rupp package pump
station. Discussed sizing of the Hydropneumatic Tank - recommendations for a
3,000 gallon. Discussed fire flow impact on storage tank and bypass option with
manual reset.
1. Action: TRC Submit revised plan and costing for the Booster Station with
costing for pump options. End of next week.
2. 90% Booster Station Design Timeline adjustment 6/27/25 - 7/20/25.

Water Plant Rehabilitation Project. TRC delivered Water Treatment Plant
Renovations.
1. Action: Oriental to review contract and provide changes. TRC is ready to

begin project.

Valve Rehabilitation Project. TRC Delivered Valve Replacement GIS Images
identifying locations of Insertion Valves and detail imaging with high-lighted valves
in questions.
1. Action: Oriental to review high-lighted valves and provide updated
information.
2. Action: Oriental to review placement of Insertion valves and comment.
3. Action: Oriental to provide recommended areas for expanded paving.

TRC to complete survey request from DEQ. Need status from TRC.

. Copper Issue

May copper test came in at 3ug/L

Received new LAS from Hawkins. Will start with new LAS June 9, 2025.

On hold regarding meeting with DEQ until after June test and open discussions
between Mr. Bailey and DEQ. Mr. Bailey and DEQ discussing open permit items,
copper level discrepancies, study regarding LAS and impact on testing.

Pulled June test (burnout old LAS) on 6/5 and will wait to submit until 6/20/25

Generator for Water Plant.
Can install switch by end of June. Generator to arrive in September 2025.

Prepared by Bonnie Crosser
6/6/25



