Oriental Planning Board Meeting
August 21, 2012

The Oriental Planning Board met on Tuesday, August 21, 2012, at 7:00 pm at the Oriental First Baptist
Church.

Present were: Board members: Creighton, Schmitz, Overcash and White
Commissioner Venturi
Mayor Sage and Dee Sage

Absent: Board Member Hardison
Chairman Overcash opened the meeting at 7:06 pm.

Minute Approval: Motion: Board Member Schmitz made a motion to approve the minutes as
presented. Second by Board Member White. Vote 4-0

Old Business:

Internet Sweepstakes: Staff was directed to submit the previous proposal for an internet sweepstakes
ordinance to the town attorney for review.

Request for sign variance: As directed during the last meeting of the Planning Board, staff notified
Mariner Realty, Inc. of a sign violation at 901 South Avenue. Allen Propst, Owner of Mariner Realty,
responded by requesting a variance. In his letter, attached to these minutes, Mr. Propst explained the
bases of his request. After lengthy review and addressing several of Mr. Propst’s reasons for requesting
the variance the Board noted the following:

1. While the cumulative sq. ft of the sign may not necessarily exceed the sum of all individual signs that
might be permitted on the property, it was not the intention of the ordinance that individual signs be
combined to create one large sign.

2. The existing sign located at the River Neuse Motel was not only in an MU district, compared to the R-
1 district for property at 901 South Ave., but was in place before the enactment of the sign ordinance
and is thereby “grandfathered.”

3-7. While noting that the sign did not materially endanger public health, might not affect joining or
abutting property and may or may not be in harmony with existing signage in the area the Board was in
agreement that the sign did not comply with the town’s growth management ordinance and therefore
should be removed. It was further stated that the intent of the sign ordinance was to permit two signs
for the property at 901 South Ave., on shoreline sign facing the waterfront not to exceed 6 sq. ft and one
sign along the side road frontage not to exceed 4 sq. ft.

MOTION: Board Member David White made a motion to recommend that the request for a variance be
denied and that the sign be removed by August 24, 2012. Second by Board Member Schmitz. Vote 4-0
Staff to inform the Land Use Administrator of the Board’s recommendation.



New Business

The Board discussed the new business, the Pigeon Hole, and their plans to conduct business within the
town limits in a building owned by Kern Rush and located at the corner of Hodges and Broad Streets.
Parking requirements were discussed and it was found that three parking spaces would be required in
addition to those currently required for the existing business at the location. During a visit by Board
member Overcash, it was noted that lowering a sewer clean-out vent would provide the parking spaces
required.

The Board also addressed a concern as to whether the new business would be considered a change in
use and thereby be required to obtain a Special Use Permit.

Motion: Board Member Overcash made a motion to table the matter until the owner of the building
could be contacted to discuss permitting requirements and to allow sufficient time to discuss with the
town manager the possibility of lowering the sewer clean-out pipe to permit adequate parking. Second
by Board Member Schmitz. Vote 4-0.

With no further business Board Member White made a motion to adjourn. Second by Board Member
Schmitz. Vote 4-0.

Charles Overcash, Chairman Heidi Artley, Secretary



