
 

 
ORIENTAL PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 3:00PM 
Oriental Town Hall – 507 Church Street, Oriental, NC 
 
 

 CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ESTABLISH QUORUM: At 3:00PM, 
Chair DeWeese calls meeting to order. Vice Chair Rasmussen Member Flood present,  
Walters, and Strickland were absent. Commissioners Moffat and Jordan were present. 

Call to Order 
Chair Allison DeWeese called the meeting to order and established a quorum. 

Members Present 
 Butch Rasmussen 

 Pete Flood 

Members Absent 
 Kathy Walters (excused) 

 Linwood Strickland 

Others Present 
 Commissioner Chris Moffat 

 Planning staff and members of the public 

 

A request for public comment was made; no comments were received. 

Approval of Agenda (BR Motion, PF second) 3-0 

& Minutes 

 Chair requested approval of prior meeting minutes. 

Motion (AD): Approve minutes March 2026 as presented. 

Second (PF) 

Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

STR- 505 Mildred St- approved with no conditions. AD Motion, PF second, 3-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Wise: Shed on property, noted 20’ from water’s edge.  I told him he needed to check with 

CAMA if he needed a permit to build that there. 

Halpern: MIL suite approved and then stopped for potential need for CAMA permit and 

need for building permits. Our copy is unsigned.  Will dig further following meeting for an 

original copy. They HAVE applied for a CAMA permit. Clarification is needed on the 

drawing whether it is 20ft or 40 ft. Awaiting closure on that part. Neighbors complained 

about potential renters. There is no violation, and we cannot do anything until there is one.  

The Halperns are aware that in an R-1 it’s family-only. So you can have family staying in 

the second structure on the property, but that's all that can stay on the second one. 

dwelling.Any covenants that may apply are between the owner and the HOA, considering it 

was a neighbor that complained. Neighbor at meeting is concerned with CAMA issues. 

Email sent from LUA following the meeting as followup: 

Good Afternoon, 



 

  

Following the meeting, I received a copy of the permit from Ray Bennett that had both my 

signature AND Allison’s.  It also had the Tree Board signature AND the building inspector 

(my assumption being that it had been vetted for CAMA at that point.)   

Apparently, somehow, Mr. Halpern walked out with the originals.  As we discussed in the 

meeting, the distance the build is from the water is between the homeowner and CAMA- 

we do not regulate it. 

  

Mr. Halpern did not go back to the building inspector for permits to build- at which point 

any CAMA issues would have been resolved.  That’s where we are now. 

  

As for the structure itself in an R-1:  The structure is considered an accessory structure, or 

accessory building.  See definition 251.23: Building, Accessory: A minor building that is 

located on the same lot as a principal building and that is used incidentally to a 

principal building or that houses an accessory use. 

There are carriage houses all over Town- this is the definition that allows it.  It also allows 

greenhouses, sheds, workshops, etc. 

  

However, the USE of that carriage house is where a violation MAY or MAY NOT 

occur.  R-1 is strictly ONE FAMILY, meaning anybody staying in that structure must be 

related to the family.  For example, people build the carriage house first, then their home, 

while staying in the carriage house, or people have had adult children staying there while in 

between permanent residences, or infirmed family members to whom they are providing 

care.  

  

It cannot be an unrelated person, cannot be rented out short or long term.  As for a 

caregiver, that’s something we might need to discuss- if it’s a caregiver for the people in 

the residence, there are exceptional State rules for allowing the habitation of caregivers- as 

we saw with the group home on Neuse- will have to check into that further.  But again, 

until the use is questionable, there is no violation. 

  

My sincere apologies for the confusion- in 12 years, nobody has walked out with the 

originals- it had to be this one! 

 

Harrison: LUP for carport and new business on the Brantley’s lot complete. 

200Broad: LUP for B&B. Secured parking from the church to be able to make the parking 

requirement. 

McDonald property on Neuse Dr.: secured permit for ADA ramps for group home, pool 

removed. 

Signs: Both Mini-Mart and Hardware store were instructed to remove scrolling/flashing 

LED signage as it is not permitted. Both removed. 

Clarification of driveway flares. My interpretation of this is that this apron can be no 

longer than three feet. Does the three feet refer to that or does it refer to the depth of the 

apron? So I remember And is it three feet here and three feet here, or is it one and a half 

feet here? (referencing drawing). I don't want to limit them if I don't have to. Well I think 

that was part of the conversation with Allen, who was very instrumental about talking 

about the aprons and making sure that they could flare out. That was a couple years ago. 

And there are no limits on the flared parts. That is how I remember that conversation going. 

The culvert is right where the apron starts. So we also discussed that the culverts could only 



 

be underneath the apron, could only be a certain depth as well, but they still had to be 

accessible. Has to be two and a half feet off the property line so that if say two people next 

door to each other both want to do a circle driveway, there's also a limit between the two 

parts of the circle driveway. They have to be at least five feet apart. So on the side to the 

property line, it has to be two and a half feet so that the neighbors next door, it also has to 

be two and a half feet. 

602 Windward: we removed the meter following departure of renter. Had to reinstall and 

connect new renter. Property is currently in foreclosure. 

 

 

Additional permits and administrative updates reviewed. No movement on SL 2024-57. 

Non-Agenda Items 

Adjournment 

Motion(LS): Adjourn meeting. 

Second(KW): Received. 

Vote: Approved unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Next Meeting scheduled for May 20, 2026, 3PM.   

      _______________________________ 

      Allison DeWeese, Chair 

___________________________ 
Diane H. Miller, Clerk to the Board/LUA 


