
 

Oriental Town Board Meeting & Public Hearings - July 5, 2011                                                         Page 1 of 4 
 

Town of Oriental – Board of Commissioners Meeting and Public Hearings 

July 5, 2011 

The Oriental Town Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 5, 2011, at 7:00 pm at the Oriental 

Town Hall. 

Present were: Mayor Sage and Commissioners Johnson, Styron, Venturi, Roe and Bohmert  

Town Manager Maxbauer and Recording Secretary Wagoner 

Tourism Board members Wall and Evans 

LRPCII member Dee Sage 

20 members of the public 

Mayor Sage established quorum, opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Ms. Wagoner asked to add minutes dated March 28 and March 31 to the 

Budget Workshop Minutes and to remove the May 6, 2011 minutes as they were not ready. After 

discussion, items b., c., e. and f. were removed from the consent agenda and put under New Business.  

 MOTION: Commissioner Bohmert moved to approve the agenda with the changes. Second by 

 Commissioner Johnson. Vote 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE XVI - BASIC DEFINITIONS: Mayor Sage 

opened the Public Hearing for comments. 

1. Mrs. Madeline Sutter, under the impression that changes were made to the ordinances up until the 

Public Hearing date, voiced her objection to that and to the appearance that the ordinances were 

already “rubber stamped” with approval. 

There being no further public comments; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Bohmert moved to close the Public Hearing. Second by Commissioner 

 Johnson. Vote 5-0. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to approve the proposed amendments to Article XVI. 

 Second by Commissioner Roe. Vote 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE IV - TABLE OF PERMISSIBLE USES BY 

DISTRICT: Mayor Sage opened the public hearing for comments. 

1. Mrs. Madeline Sutter objected to the proposed changes stating that there was no definition for 

religious institutions and that they do not belong in R-1 areas. 

2. Mrs. Dee Sage stated that there was an error in the proposed ordinance amendment (the Table of 

Permissible Uses lists churches as being permitted in R-1 and should not) and gave a brief explanation 

for the proposed changes. 

There being no further public comments; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Bohmert moved to close the Public Hearing. Second by Commissioner 

 Johnson. Vote 5-0. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to approve the proposed amendments. Second by 

 Commissioner Johnson. After discussion the motion and second were rescinded. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Venturi moved to approve the proposed amendments to Section 60 
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 and  to approve the amendments to Section 66 with the following changes to 5.200: delete the 

 first word ‘Religious’ in the description; change the permitting requirements to not permitted in 

 R-1; SUP required in R-2 and R-3; and to delete entirely 5.210, 5.220 and 5.230. Second by 

 Commissioner Johnson. Vote 4-1 with Commissioner Bohmert voting no. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE VI - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS: Mayor 

Sage opened the public hearing for comments. 

1.   Mrs. Pat Herlands voiced her concern that townhouses create non-conforming lots and 

recommended  that something be put in place that states those lots can only be used for townhouses 

and nothing else. Regarding Section 88 she cautioned against changing the GMO to suit individual 

needs. 

2.   Mrs. Madeline Sutter commented on Section 80, 6) which states that multi-unit developments 

require a 6’ high fence or screen of dense plant material - she stated that it is unrealistic to expect such 

a screen given the small area left after following the setback regulations. 

3.   Mr. Jim Berry, representing the St. Thomas Episcopal Church, made comments on the proposed 

Section 88. 

4.   Ms. Melinda Penkava posed six questions (a copy of the questions is attached to these minutes). 

5.   Mrs. Dee Sage addressed the issue raised by Mrs. Herlands and Mayor Sage explained that each 

townhouse is recorded as such on the deed and the property can only be used as a townhouse.  

There being no further public comments; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to close the public hearing. Second by Commissioner 

 Johnson. Vote 5-0. 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the proposed amendments to Article VI 

 after deleting Section 88 and asking that the Planning Board review 6) in Section 80 pertaining 

 to the 6’ screen. Second by Commissioner Venturi. Vote 2-3 with Commissioners Bohmert, Roe 

 and Styron voting no. Motion did not carry. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to approve the amendments as written. Motion died for 

 lack of second. 

No further action was taken. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE XV - AMENDMENTS: Mayor Sage opened 

the public hearing for comments. 

1.   Mrs. Pat Herlands voiced her opposition to the proposed changes stating they are not clear and that 

the ’65 days’ should be removed. 

2.   Mrs. Madeline Sutter concurred with Mrs. Herlands. 

3.   Mrs. Dee Sage stated that the proposed changes clean up Article XV, provides for more public input 

and provides specific guidelines. 

There being no further public comments; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to close the public hearing. Second by Commissioner 

 Roe. Vote 5-0. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to approve the proposed amendments to Article XV. 

 Second by Commissioner Johnson. Vote 3-2 with Commissioners Roe and Bohmert voting no. 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED CHANGES TO ARTICLE VIII - SIGNS: Mayor Sage opened the public 

hearing for comments. 

1.   Mrs. Pat Herlands questioned the need for such an extensive sign ordinance. 

2.   Mrs. Madeline Sutter questioned the enforcement of the ordinance. 

3.   Mrs. Dee Sage explained that when the ordinance was created it was with the understanding that it 

would be reviewed after a few years for fine tuning and updating. 

There being no further public comments; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Styron moved to close the public hearing. Second by Commissioner 

 Johnson. Vote 5-0. 

 MOTION: Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the proposed amendments with an 

 addition to Section 105 - Signs Which Do Not Require a Sign Permit of  “11) Flag signs, including 

 feather banners, that are used as a temporary sign” and the corresponding entry in the table. 

Second  by Commissioner Venturi. Vote 3-2 with Commissioners Roe and Bohmert voting no. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 MOTION: Commissioner Venturi moved to approve:  a) Budget Workshop minutes and d) 

 Resolution for Fire Department of the consent agenda. Second by Commissioner Roe. Vote 5-0. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: (Due to the lateness, the Public Comment was moved up on the agenda.) 

1.   Mr. David Cox commented on the procedure used in approving the changes to the GMO and on 

actions of the board considering the manager/council form of government. 

2.   Mrs. Renee Smith, Mrs. Bama Deal, Mrs. Jackie Wall, Ms. Melinda Penkava; Mrs. Edith Wright; Ms. 

Sue Henry, Mr. Larry Summers and Mrs. Elizabeth Cox all raised questions and made comments about 

the police department. 

3.   Mrs. Dee Sage commented that playground equipment at Lupton Park is in need of repair; that the 

burning ban needs to be enforced; and that not passing Section 80 of Article VI causes problems with 

inconsistency in other parts of the GMO.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

a.  The approval of subdivision of property at 204 High Street was deferred to the August 2, 2011 

meeting. 

b.   Approval of June 7, 2011 minutes; 

 MOTION: Commissioner Roe moved to defer the approval of the minutes until the next 

 meeting. Second by Commissioner Bohmert. Vote 5-0. 

c.   Appoint Mr. Charles Overcash to the Planning Board; 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Bohmert moved to appoint Mr. Overcash to the Planning Board. 

 Second by Commissioner Roe. Vote 5-0. 

d.   Approve addition to Chapter - N of the General Ordinances- this was deferred until the next meeting. 

e.   Approve additions to Chapter - G of the General Ordinances; 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Styron moved to approve the proposed changes to Chapter N. Second 

 by Commissioner Venturi. Vote 2-3 with Commissioners Bohmert, Roe and Johnson voting no. 

 Motion did not carry. 



 

Oriental Town Board Meeting & Public Hearings - July 5, 2011                                                         Page 4 of 4 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:   Mr. Maxbauer commended town staff for the hard work done in 

preparing for the auditors and for the Croaker Festival. Work is progressing on the new town dock and 

the Parks & Rec Committee scheduled a Special Meeting to take public comments on the dock and 

proposed gazebo. 

COMMITTEE/BOARD REPORTS: Reports for the Planning Board, Parks & Rec Advisory Committee, 

Tourism Board and Tree Board are attached to these minutes. 

Approval of the Tourism Board’s budget was deferred until the August 2, 2011 meeting. 

POLICE REPORT: A copy of the report is attached to these minutes. 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Roe moved to approve the Security of Police Department & Files policy 

 that will become part of the Police Department’s rules and guidelines to use for control effective 

 as of July 6, 2011. Second by Commissioner Bohmert. Vote 5-0. 

CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Roe moved to go into closed session in accordance with GS 143.318.11 

a) 6) to discuss a personnel matter. Second by Commissioner Bohmert. Vote 5-0. 

 

             - - -  CLOSED SESSION  - -  

 

Back in open session; there being no further business to discuss: 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Bohmert moved to adjourn. Second by Commissioner Venturi. Vote  

 5-0. Meeting ended at 11:25 pm. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

                  William R. Sage, Mayor 

 

       ____________________________________ 

               Robert J. Maxbauer, Town Manager 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


